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AUSTRALIA CAMBODIA FOUNDATION, FUNDRAISING EVENT 
Statement by Member for Murdoch 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [12.55 pm]:  Last Friday I was privileged to be the master of ceremonies at a 
function at Maria’s on the Terrace in Fremantle for the Australia Cambodia Foundation.  The silent auction 
sought to raise funds for the Sunrise Children’s Village in Cambodia, an orphanage funded entirely from 
donations and fundraising.  The orphanage was founded by the famous Geraldine Cox, who was present on the 
night and gave an inspirational address on the challenges faced by the children to avoid being sold into slavery or 
prostitution.  Ms Cox mentioned that $30 a month will feed, clothe and help educate one of the orphaned 
children.  On the night, 110 items went under the hammer, and $20 000 was raised for this most worthy of 
causes.  Much of the credit for the success of the function must go to Nikki and Matt Dillon of Classique Imports 
in O’Connor, who were able to persuade their business contacts to donate items and come along on the night to 
bid for the many bargains on display.  Thanks also to Hillary Reid of the ACF for all her organisational work and 
to Pedley and Co, chartered accountants, and Kea Advertising for sponsoring the function together with all 
donors of goods.  A former resident of the Sunrise Children’s Village is about to enter Oxford University.  
Following the success of last Friday’s function, it seems certain that the excellent work of Geraldine Cox and the 
Sunrise Village will continue.  An additional 20 sponsors of children for $30 a month came forward on the night. 

My congratulations to all concerned, especially to Nikki and Matt Dillon for their herculean efforts in a very 
good cause. 
 


